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FRENCH STATISTICAL PUBLICATIONS. 
By Charles D. Hazen. 



The gathering of statistics in France began to assume some 
importance toward the close of the Old Regime, but it is only 
more lately, under the Second Empire and the present Repub- 
lic, that they have been treated in some measure as a science, 
and their preparation and periodic publication have come to 
be an important branch of governmental activity. In this 
article an endeavor is made to show the range of the statistical 
publications of the different departments of the French gov- 
ernment. There is an important class of works carried on 
by private associations, learned societies, etc., and appearing 
with more or less regularity, which are of undoubted scien- 
tific value to the statistician. The number and importance 
of the regular official publications have, however, precluded 
my attempting a description of these in the present article; 
and even of some of the official publications of minor import- 
ance I have been compelled to give simply the name without 
description. 1 have also added a brief statement of the sta- 
tistical publications of the city of Paris as being of too great 
importance to be entirely omitted in a study like the present. 

Ministry of Commerce, Industry, and the Colonies. 

This Ministry issues a large number and many of the most 
valuable statistical publications of France. Among these 
may be mentioned the following: — 

Moniteur officiel du commerce. Appears weekly. 

Resultats statistiques du denombrement. 

Statistique de la France. First series, 1837-52 ; second series, 

1855-72 ; third series, 1874-92. 
Annuaire statistique de la France, 1878-92. 15 vols. 
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Bulletin consulaire frar^ais. Begun in 1876. 
Annales du commerce exterieur. Begun in 1843. 
Statistiques coloniales. 
Statistique des primes a la construction et a la navigation. 

The Moniteur is a weekly journal dating from 1883, and 
contains varied information relative to commerce, industry, 
and navigation, such as extracts from French consular reports, 
reports from French and foreign chambers of commerce, 
French and foreign commercial legislation, imports, exports, 
etc. The general results of the census appear ever} r five 
years in the second title given above. The Statistique de la 
France is the name given to three series of publications dat- 
ing from 1835, and comprising now some fifty volumes. At 
present a volume appears yearly, and gives statistics relating 
to the population, as marriages, births, deaths ; statistics con- 
cerning the centers of population, relating to tolls, consump- 
tion of the large cities, workmen's salaries, public institutions, 
such as hospitals, asylums, pawnshops ; also agricultural and 
industrial statistics. 

Perhaps the most important of all French statistical publi- 
cations is the Annuaire, a thick book of 600 pages, now in its 
fifteenth year, and reproducing, upon as uniform a plan as 
possible, statistical documents of every sort emanating from 
the different ministries, and many of which also appear 
in other official publications. The scope of the work is re- 
vealed by the headings of its different parts : territory and 
population, movement of the population, religion, criminal 
justice, civil and commercial justice, penal institutions, char- 
itable institutions, public instruction, fine arts, agriculture, 
industry, commerce, navigation, fisheries, electoral and mili- 
tary statistics, finances and imposts, Algeria aud Tunis, colo- 
nies and French possessions. Under these different heads the 
totals of the year are compared with those of the four preced- 
ing years, while a re'sume' permits one to extend these com- 
parisons from the very origin of these statistics down to the 



222 American Statistical Association. [10 

present moment, thus constituting a veritable statistical his- 
tory of France. Another of the more important publications 
of this ministry is the Bulletin, a monthly publication of 
some hundred pages, giving information as to the economic 
condition of the different countries of the world, the state 
of their industry, trade and navigation, and their commerce 
with France, etc. The Annates appear monthly, and contain 
the commercial legislation of the principal foreign countries, 
tariffs, commercial treaties, contentions, etc. This ministry 
also issues the volume Statistiques coloniales, an annual com- 
pilation of important material on colonial statistics. Census, 
mortality, commercial, educational, penal, financial, industrial 
statistics are set forth in this general expose" of the life and 
activity of the colonies. The Statistique des primes, pub- 
lished yearly, gives tables of the subventions awarded the 
merchant marine, of the encouragement extended sea fish- 
eries, etc. Besides these statistical collections this ministry 
also publishes annually the following works : — 

Situation economique de la France pendant les 15 dernieres annees. 

Situation economique et commerciale des pays etrangers. 

Statistique du personnel medical de la France. 

Rapport sur les caisses d'epargne. 

Rapport sur les operations de la caisse des retraites pour la viellesse. 

Rapport sur les operations de la caisse d'assurance en cas de deces 

ou d'accidents. 
Rapport general sur les epidemies. 

Rapport general sur le service des eaux minerales de la France. 
Rapport de la commission permanente des valeurs de douaue. 

A descriptive catalogue of the machines and processes for 
which patents have been granted is published annually 
(Description des machines et procSde's pour lesquels des bre- 
vets ^invention ont Sti pris, etc.). 

Ministry of the Interior. 

The general census is taken every five years by this minis- 
try, and is reproduced in detail in the Recensement. 
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This ministry publishes the following reports : — 

Recensement quinquennal de la population par departement, par 

canton et par commune. 
Releve des travaux des conseils de prefecture. 
Statistique de Immigration par les ports fraixjais. 
Situation financiere des communes et des departements d'apres les 

budgets primitifs. 
Situation materiel le et financiere des communes d'apres les comptes 

definitifs. 
Compte rendu general des operations effectues par le service vicinal. 
Statistique triennale de l'Algerie. 
Expose de la situation generate de l'Algerie. 
Rapport sur les services de l'admiuistration peuitentiaire. 
Rapport sur les operations de secours mutuels. 
La statistique sanitaire des villes de France. 
Album de statistique grapbique. 

The emigration statistics appear triennially, and include 
tables indicating the number, the sex, the age, profession, 
place of embarcation and the destination of the emigrant. 
The object of this publication is to make known the ethno- 
logical and commercial importance of emigration, and to 
measure its effect upon the agriculture and industry of the 
departments furnishing the emigrants. The Ministry of the 
Interior furnishes abundant financial statistics concerning 
the communes, in various reports in the above list. Statistics 
relating to Algeria are published for the most part either in 
the Statistique triennale, or in the ExposS, which appears 
annually. 

Ministry op Public Works. 

This ministry collects and publishes extensive statistical 
information concerning railroads, public highways, water- 
ways, the exploitation of mines, the application of steam in 
the economic life of the nation, as in factories, locomotives, 
steamboats, etc. In the number and variety of its statistical 
publications, this ministry vies with the Ministry of Com- 
merce. Among these may be mentioned : — 
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Le repertoire methodique de la legislation de la navigation et des 

routes. 
Recensement de la circulation des routes nationales. 
Resultats generaux d'exploitation des tramways. 
Etat de la longuer des routes nationales. 
Etat itineraire des routes nationales. 
La statistique de la navigation interieure. 

The first of these contains all legislation affecting circula- 
tion upon the land or water routes. The second is a work 
appearing at irregular intervals, showing the amount and the 
nature of the circulation upon the public highways. 

Perhaps the most important statistical labors of this minis- 
try are those concerning railroads. These statistics began in 
1858, when a statistical history of French railroads, from 
1823 to 1855, appeared under the title Documents statistiques 
sur les chemins defer. Nothing further appeared until 1863, 
when the regular annual publication of the Situation des 
chemins de fer francais was begun. In 1869 a new series of 
railroad statistical documents was undertaken called Statis- 
tique des chemins de fer frangais. This appears now at the 
close of each year, and contains detailed information about 
the condition of the grants, a statement of the property of the 
different railroads, a resume", by line, of expenses and receipts, 
of the circulation of travellers, of the transportation of mer- 
chandise, and also full statistics of Algerian and colonial 
railways. Owing to the great development of the railway 
system of France, and to the increased statistical material 
brought together in the annual publications, the preparation 
and printing of these works demand so much time that they 
gain publicity only some years after the period which they 
cover. To meet the demand for immediate information the 
more important matter is published in the Statistique des 
chemins defer franpais, documents principaux. Other statis- 
tical publications of this class are : — 

Repertoire methodique de la legislation des chemins de fer francais. 
Resume, par ligne, des depenses de premier etablissement et des 
resultats de Fexploitation. 
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Bulletin comparatif des recettes des chemins de fer (great lines). 
Chemins de fer frantjais d'interSt general. Recettes de l'exploita- 

tion. (Monthly.) 
Chemins de fer francais d'interet local. Resultats de l'exploitation. 

(Quarterly.) 
Ouvertures, concessions, et declarations d'utilite publique. 

The first of these contains all legislation affecting railways. 
In the second are given the number of kilometers exploited, 
the subventions awarded by the state, and the receipts and 
expenses of the great lines. 

Other important publications emanating from this ministry 
are : — 

Statistique de l'industrie minerale et des appareils a vapeur en 

France et en Algerie. 
Statistique de l'industrie minerale. Production des combustibles 

mineraux, fers, fontes, et aciers. 
Statistique des sources minerales de la France. 

This ministry has also published — 

Album de statistique graphique. 
Atlas des ports etrangers. 
Atlas des canaux. 

The first of these contains exhaustive statistics upon the 
mineral industry of the country, including the results of the 
exploitation of the mines, quarries, peat-beds of France, the 
number and the salaries of the miners, the production by 
department and by basin, the number of accidents occurring 
in the mines ; statistics upon the use of steam machinery, 
upon the accidents caused by steam, etc. In the third the 
yield of the mineral springs of France is given. 

Ministry op Finance. 

This ministry has for a long time gathered statistics, as 
indeed the necessities of taxation have compelled it to do. 
The Customs Department, for instance, has a statistical past 
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of considerable age. But financial statistics entered upon a 
new era in 1877, when M. L6on Say created a Bureau of 
Statistics and Comparative Legislation, and established a 
monthly bulletin by means of which this bureau might com- 
municate with the legislature and the public. This bulletin 
gives immediate publicity to the more important labors of 
the bureau. The chief publications relating to the budget 
are : — 

Projets de lois portant fixation des budgets. 
Comptes generaux de l'administration des finances. 
Comptes definitifs des recettes. 
Comptes definitifs des depenses. 

The Ministry of Finance also publishes the following com- 
mercial statistics : — 

Tableau general du commerce de la France avec ses colonies et les 

puissances etrangeres. 
Tableau decennal du commerce de la France avec ses colonies et 

les puissances etrangeres. 
Tableau general des mouvements du cabotage. 
Compte, en matieres et en deniers, de l'exploitation du monopole 

des tabacs. 
Tarif officiel des douanes de France. 

The first of these is an annual publication of seven hundred 
folio pages, in which are found a general resume" of imports 
and exports ; summaries classed by importing and exporting 
countries, according to the nature of the product or merchan- 
dise, and according to ports of entry and departure. Sta- 
tistics are inserted upon the cod and herring fisheries, upon 
the effective force of the French merchant marine, etc. The 
Tableau dScennal treats of much the same subjects, but in a 
condensed form and covering a longer period. By compari- 
sons made with the previous decennial publications, informa- 
tion is given concerning French commercial activity during 
a period of sixty years. The third publication gives statistics 
relating to the coasting trade ; the fourth furnishes extensive 
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information about the tobacco trade, a government monopoly 
in France. The tariff laws, customs regulations, commercial 
treaties of France, appear in the Tarif officiel. 

The National Mint publishes an annual report. The 
Ministry of Finance has made some very important contribu- 
tions to statistical knowledge by different investigations it 
has conducted, as one in 1878, Sur la circulation metallique 
en France; in 1879, Sur les boissons, etc. 

Ministry of War. 

The chief publications of the Ministry of War are: — 

Compte rendu sur le recrutement de l'armee. 

Compte de 1'emploi des credits affectes a l'inscription des pensions 

militaires au Tresor public. 
Compte general de 1'administration de la justice militaire. 
Statistique medicale de Farm6e. 

The first shows the distribution of the recruits among the 
different divisions of the army and navy, their physical de- 
velopment, their education, and occupation; the exemptions 
from service granted, voluntary engagements, reengagements, 
etc. The second contains complete pension statistics. The 
third of these publications shows the crimes and misde- 
meanors of the soldiers, punishments imposed, etc. The 
prisoners are considered with reference to the division of the 
army to which they belong, to their rank, grade, time of ser- 
vice, and education. 

Ministry of Marine. 

The publications of the Ministrj^ of Marine are : — 

Notices statistiques sur les colonies francaises. 

Notice sur la transportation a la Guyane francaise et h la Nouvelle- 

Caledonie. 
Compte general de 1'administration de la justice maritime. 
Statistique des pSches maritimes et de l'ostreiculture. 

The first contains very general legislative, financial, statis- 
tical, and historical information about the different colonies. 
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The second furnishes data as to the number of convicts in 
the penal institutions of these two colonies, their crimes, 
punishment, convict labor, prison schools, sanitary condition, 
etc. The last is a atatement of the sea fisheries and of fish 
culture. 

Ministry of Public Instruction. 

This ministry printed in 1868 a large folio volume, Statis- 
tique de Venseignment supSrieur, containing abundant statis- 
tical information upon the different faculties of the University, 
the higher technical and scientific schools, different literary 
and scientific institutions, such as the Institute, College of 
France, JEcole des Chartres, public libraries, free lecture 
courses, etc. It publishes at irregular intervals a Statistique 
de Venseignment secondaire. The latest volume appeared in 
1889 and covered the years 1876-87. It furnished varied 
statistics upon higher education, general condition of the 
lyce"es, communal colleges, normal schools, their financial 
status, educational work, etc. 

Further statistics concerning education are found in — 

Statistique de l'enseignment primaire. 
Statistique de l'euseignnuent primaire superieur. 
Resum6 des etats cle situation de l'enseignment primaire. 
Euquetes et documents relatifs a l'enseignment superieur. 

These Enquites are a considerable series of reports (now 
forty, more or less) published at irregular intervals and bear- 
ing upon different phases of higher education. 

Ministry of Agriculture. 

This ministry publishes the Statistique agricole annuelle, 
which gives the yield of the different agricultural products, 
statistics upon prices, upon the consumption of Paris, and 
the importation and exportation of agricultural produce. 
The Etats des rScoltes des cSrSales, covering the period from 
1816 to 1876, and the Etat dSJinitif des rScoltes, published 
annually since then, furnish an uninterrupted series of agri- 
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cultural statistics from 1816 to the present day. In 1872 
appeared the Prixmoyen et annuel de Vhectolitre defroment, 
1800-1871. 

The Bulletin of this ministry appears eight times a year, 
and contains official documents, budgets, laws, statistics of 
animal diseases, of the importation and exportation of cattle, 
of the harvests, prices of bread, meat, etc., by departments, as 
well as other agricultural information. 

This ministry also publishes — 

Etat approximatif de la recolte en ble, seigle, et m^teil. 
Poids officiel des grains. 
Recolte de la soie. 

The Ministry of Agriculture has published beside statis- 
tical documents, properly so-called, (1) a series of volumes 
called Primes d'honneur, a collection of monographs upon 
agricultural subjects, and (2) the results of two important 
agricultural investigations, the first appearing in 1866 in ten 
volumes, the second in 1879 in two volumes. The Forestry 
Commission, annexed to this ministry, published in 1878 a 
Statistique forestiere, with atlas. 

Ministry of Justice. 

The Ministry of Justice publishes its statistics in two chief 
collections : — 

Le oompte general de la justice criminelle. 

Le compte general de la justice civile et commerciale. 

The former is a detailed statement of the labors of the 
criminal courts, the latter of the labors of the courts of appeal, 
of the various civil and commercial tribunals, councils of arbi- 
tration, etc. 

Ministry op Posts and Telegraphs. 

This ministry publishes: — 

Statistique sur le mouvement des correspondances postales. 

Bulletin. (Monthly.) 

Rapport sur les operations de la caisse nationale d'epargne. 
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Postal statistics are also inserted in the — 

Annuaire statistique de la France. 
Annales du commerce exterieur. 
Statistique generale de l'Algerie. 
Annuaire statistique de la ville de Paris. 

Ministry op Foreign Affairs. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs publishes no statistics. 
It receives the reports of consuls and transmits them to the 
Ministry of Commerce, which publishes them at length or in 
extracts in the Annales du commerce extSrieur and in the Con- 
sular Bulletin. 

City of Paris. 

The city of Paris issues some very valuable statistical 
publications. The Mecherches statistiaues sur la ville de 
Paris et le dipartement de la Seine is a very important col- 
lection of statistics in six volumes, covering the period 1816— 
56. From 1856-64 the statistical documents of Paris were 
not published, or, at most only partially, as in the Statistical 
Annual of 1880. The Bulletin de statistique municipale de 
la ville de Paris is a monthly publication which appeared 
from 1865—79. Since 1879 two new series of statistics have 
appeared, — 

Annuaire statistique de la ville de Paris. 
Bulletin hebdomodaire de statistique. 

The former contains varied information interesting to the 
administrator, the economist, and the doctor. The weekly 
Bulletin is intended to give immediate publicity to all the 
information which the public needs to have without delay. 
Statistics interesting the economist, such as the business of 
the markets, the condition of savings banks, city hospitals, 
charitable institutions, etc., are published in a — 

Tableau mensuel de statistique municipale de la ville de Paris. 
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Another city publication of importance is — 

Resukats statistiques du denombrement pour la ville de Paris et 
renseignments relatifs aux recensements anterieurs. 

Almost all the chief departments of the municipal admin- 
istration publish volumes entitled Budget et compte, which 
contain much statistical information. 

Nearly all of the 86 departments publish annuals. A cer- 
tain number of cities publish weekly journals containing 
sanitaiy and meteorological statistics. Such are Amiens, 
Toulouse, Bordeaux, Marseilles, Toulon, Nantes, Nice, Nancy, 
Rheims, Le Havre, etc. Le Havre, Nancy, and Rheims also 
publish very complete and valuable annuals. 

Charles D. Hazen. 

Johns Hopkins University. 



